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4th November, 1960.

Department of Externsl Affairs,
Canberra - A.C.T.

Netherlands New Guinea - Marcué Kasiepo

S .
The name of Marcus Kasiepo crops up quite frequently in
connection with the encouragement in Netherlands New Guinea of
a Papuan elite. His name was mentioned quite prominently in an
article which Gavin Souter wrote recently for the Sydney (C1 A
Morning Herald on a visit to Duteh- New Guinea. -He is in fact VIS
regarded by the Dutch as the doyen of the Papuan elitel

2. Kasiepo was born in Biak in 1913, He has worked for
many years as an Information officlal of the Native Information
Section of the Internal Affairs Department of Netherlands New (”“::x‘;*
Guinea Administration. He first visited the Netherlands in \

1949 when the Round Table Conference was held. He was a member

of the so-called "Parity Commission' in 1950. He 1s the only

Papuan’ to have attended all Conferences of the South Pacific

Commission. He is a member of the Council for Native Development

in Hollandia, and is also on the Board of the New Guinea Red

Cross.

3. Mr. Kasiepo is now making his third visit to Holland,
this time as the leader of a group of 7 Papuans who have been
brought here by the Dutch Government on a general orientation
tour of the Netherlands in order to enable them to become
acquainted with Duteh life generally.

4. On several occasions officials of the New Guinea
Division of the Ministry of Internal Affairs have told me of !
the high esteem in which they hold Kasiepo. They are the first
to admit that he is very pro-Dutch and that this may well
militate against his becoming a prominent figure in any national
political movement which may develop in the foreseeable future.
Nevertheless they regard him as the best-informed, most balanced,
competent and responsible Papuan who has so far emerged in

Netherlands New Guinea.
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5. I expressed considerable interest in Kasiepo, and e
Mr. J. van Beuge, the Dputy Director of the New Guinea Division
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, kindly offered to arrange
for me to have lunch with Kasiepo a few days ago.

6. Like many Australians, my knowledge of Melanesians was
acquired as a serviceman during WOP¥QAH§E_;¥; I spent over a

year in the New Hebrides and the Solomon Islands, and nearly

two years off and on in Papua and Dutch New Qulnea. My last
contact with any Papuans had been in Hollandia towards the end

of 1944, I inject this personal note only to emphasize how
strangely incongruous 1t seemed after a lapse of 16 years to

now encounter a Papuan wearing a neat blue business suit, /
sipping his sherry before lunch in a fashionable restaurant in [
The Hague and discussing with some degree of sophistica?ion

(with the aid of van Beuge as interpreter) a number of important
political developments affecting Duteh New Guinea.



[

Kasiepo understands Dutch but does not speak it very
. He also knows a very little English which he said he
d picked up at meetings of the South Pacific Commission.

ut for the most part he spoke in Malay which was interpreted ::>
b

by van Beuge. Kasiepo is & Softly spoken man, small in stature
with a modest manner. Whatever political future lies ahead of
him, one would not expect him to play the role of a demagogue.

8. I started off by asking Kasiepo whether he hagd joined
any of the political parties which have recently been formed in
Netherlands New Guinea. He said he had not yet done so. He
had been asked by another man to form a political party with
him but did not intend to make up his mind about 1t until

after he returned to Hollandia from his trip. He was inclined
to feel that there were too many political pamies already.
Their platforms did not differ very much. He thought the time
might have come to try to combine and consolidate some of them.
He might do something in this direction when he returned to
Hollandia. He said each political party tended to be composed
of people from a particular region. For instance, the PARNA
which called itself a National Party was in fact composed
almost exclusively of people from Serole. So far there was no
real national feeling in Netherlands New Guinea. Most people
were not concerned with anything beyond their own regional
interests. He thought it would take a considerable time to
develop a truly national feeling and therefore a truly national
political pdarty, but he intended to work towards this end. He
said that some of the political parties admitted only Papuans
to membership, He did not agree with this. He was in favour of
admitting to membership of political parties all those who
intended to become permanent residents of the territory.

9. I asked Kasiepo what type of people he expected to see
elected to the New Guinea Council. He sald he thought that to
begin with members would be elected on the basis of their own
personal qualifications and not on the basis of the particular
political party to which they belonged.

10, I asked him who he thought might develop into the
leading political personalities in Netherlands New Guinea in the
foreseeable future. He was rather cagey in his reply to this. _
He said there were certain people who were well known now,

like Nicolaas Jouwe, Hermanus Wajol, Fritz Kirihio and Womsiwor.
However, one did not yet know who else would be coming forward
when elections for the New Guinea Council took place. Kasiepo
said that Papuans Jjudged a man not by what he said but by what

he did, and some of the political flgures who had a lot to say
now might not impress the people by thelr performance.

™

11, I asked Kasiepo what he expected from the New Guinea
Council. He replied that he realized that the Papuans had no
training in democratic institutions. The Papuans were people who
freely spoke their minds. No doubt in the early stages there
would be some very straight, forceful talking and the President
of the Council would have a hard Job keeping order. He therefore
thought 1t was very important for the success of the Council

that the first Chairman should be an outstanding -man,

12. I asked Kasiepo to explain to me the attltude of the
Papuans to Indonesian claims to Dutch New Guinea. He replied .-
quite firmly that the Papuans under no clrcumstances wanted to
come under the control of Indonesia. The Papuans throoughly
disliked the Indonesians; in fact if the Papuan people had their
way they would throw out of Netherlands New Guinea all the
Indonesians who were already there. 1In his travels around
Netherlands New Guinea he found himself in the position of
constantly having to defend the Duteh Administration against
complaints that they would not allow any violent measures to be
taken agalnst these Indoneslan residents. 1







