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4th November, 1960.

Department of Externsl Affairs,
Canberra - A.C.T.

Netherlands New Guinea - Marcué Kasiepo

S .
The name of Marcus Kasiepo crops up quite frequently in
connection with the encouragement in Netherlands New Guinea of
a Papuan elite. His name was mentioned quite prominently in an
article which Gavin Souter wrote recently for the Sydney (C1 A
Morning Herald on a visit to Duteh- New Guinea. -He is in fact VIS
regarded by the Dutch as the doyen of the Papuan elitel

2. Kasiepo was born in Biak in 1913, He has worked for
many years as an Information officlal of the Native Information
Section of the Internal Affairs Department of Netherlands New (”“::x‘;*
Guinea Administration. He first visited the Netherlands in \

1949 when the Round Table Conference was held. He was a member

of the so-called "Parity Commission' in 1950. He 1s the only

Papuan’ to have attended all Conferences of the South Pacific

Commission. He is a member of the Council for Native Development

in Hollandia, and is also on the Board of the New Guinea Red

Cross.

3. Mr. Kasiepo is now making his third visit to Holland,
this time as the leader of a group of 7 Papuans who have been
brought here by the Dutch Government on a general orientation
tour of the Netherlands in order to enable them to become
acquainted with Duteh life generally.

4. On several occasions officials of the New Guinea
Division of the Ministry of Internal Affairs have told me of !
the high esteem in which they hold Kasiepo. They are the first
to admit that he is very pro-Dutch and that this may well
militate against his becoming a prominent figure in any national
political movement which may develop in the foreseeable future.
Nevertheless they regard him as the best-informed, most balanced,
competent and responsible Papuan who has so far emerged in

Netherlands New Guinea.
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5. I expressed considerable interest in Kasiepo, and e
Mr. J. van Beuge, the Dputy Director of the New Guinea Division
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, kindly offered to arrange
for me to have lunch with Kasiepo a few days ago.

6. Like many Australians, my knowledge of Melanesians was
acquired as a serviceman during WOP¥QAH§E_;¥; I spent over a

year in the New Hebrides and the Solomon Islands, and nearly

two years off and on in Papua and Dutch New Qulnea. My last
contact with any Papuans had been in Hollandia towards the end

of 1944, I inject this personal note only to emphasize how
strangely incongruous 1t seemed after a lapse of 16 years to

now encounter a Papuan wearing a neat blue business suit, /
sipping his sherry before lunch in a fashionable restaurant in [
The Hague and discussing with some degree of sophistica?ion

(with the aid of van Beuge as interpreter) a number of important
political developments affecting Duteh New Guinea.
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Kasiepo understands Dutch but does not speak it very
. He also knows a very little English which he said he
d picked up at meetings of the South Pacific Commission.

ut for the most part he spoke in Malay which was interpreted ::>
b

by van Beuge. Kasiepo is & Softly spoken man, small in stature
with a modest manner. Whatever political future lies ahead of
him, one would not expect him to play the role of a demagogue.

8. I started off by asking Kasiepo whether he hagd joined
any of the political parties which have recently been formed in
Netherlands New Guinea. He said he had not yet done so. He
had been asked by another man to form a political party with
him but did not intend to make up his mind about 1t until

after he returned to Hollandia from his trip. He was inclined
to feel that there were too many political pamies already.
Their platforms did not differ very much. He thought the time
might have come to try to combine and consolidate some of them.
He might do something in this direction when he returned to
Hollandia. He said each political party tended to be composed
of people from a particular region. For instance, the PARNA
which called itself a National Party was in fact composed
almost exclusively of people from Serole. So far there was no
real national feeling in Netherlands New Guinea. Most people
were not concerned with anything beyond their own regional
interests. He thought it would take a considerable time to
develop a truly national feeling and therefore a truly national
political pdarty, but he intended to work towards this end. He
said that some of the political parties admitted only Papuans
to membership, He did not agree with this. He was in favour of
admitting to membership of political parties all those who
intended to become permanent residents of the territory.

9. I asked Kasiepo what type of people he expected to see
elected to the New Guinea Council. He sald he thought that to
begin with members would be elected on the basis of their own
personal qualifications and not on the basis of the particular
political party to which they belonged.

10, I asked him who he thought might develop into the
leading political personalities in Netherlands New Guinea in the
foreseeable future. He was rather cagey in his reply to this. _
He said there were certain people who were well known now,

like Nicolaas Jouwe, Hermanus Wajol, Fritz Kirihio and Womsiwor.
However, one did not yet know who else would be coming forward
when elections for the New Guinea Council took place. Kasiepo
said that Papuans Jjudged a man not by what he said but by what

he did, and some of the political flgures who had a lot to say
now might not impress the people by thelr performance.

™

11, I asked Kasiepo what he expected from the New Guinea
Council. He replied that he realized that the Papuans had no
training in democratic institutions. The Papuans were people who
freely spoke their minds. No doubt in the early stages there
would be some very straight, forceful talking and the President
of the Council would have a hard Job keeping order. He therefore
thought 1t was very important for the success of the Council

that the first Chairman should be an outstanding -man,

12. I asked Kasiepo to explain to me the attltude of the
Papuans to Indonesian claims to Dutch New Guinea. He replied .-
quite firmly that the Papuans under no clrcumstances wanted to
come under the control of Indonesia. The Papuans throoughly
disliked the Indonesians; in fact if the Papuan people had their
way they would throw out of Netherlands New Guinea all the
Indonesians who were already there. 1In his travels around
Netherlands New Guinea he found himself in the position of
constantly having to defend the Duteh Administration against
complaints that they would not allow any violent measures to be
taken agalnst these Indoneslan residents. 1




Kasiepo sald that over a long period the Papuans have

Moen familiar with the Indonesians. There had always been a
number of Indonesians as petty officials working with the Dutch. -
The Papuans knew that the Indoneslans were not very much cleverer
than themselves. Yet the Indonesians had always behaved as if

they were much superior to them. They were in the habit of f
calling the Papuans unpleasant names - such as apes. He sald the |/
Papuan people know that economic conditions today in Indongsia i
are very bad. Many groups of Papuans who had been living in the
Eastern islands of the Indonesian archipelago had returned in a
poverty-stricken condition. ZXasiepo had personally talked to.
many such refugees. He sald he knew that in Indonesia there

were people who were still living in trees, and he was afraid

that if Dutch New Guinea came under Indonesian control some

people in Netherlands New Guinea might also have to live in (
trees. In short, he did not think the Indonesians had anything |

to contribute towards leading the Papuans along the path of {
civilization.

1k, Kasiepo said that to the extent that the people of

Duteh New Guinea thought of their future as being linked with any
other country they looked eastwards towards the people of Australian
New Guinea. For this reason Kasiepo was very pleased that
administrative co-operation was taking place between the two
territories. 1In particular, he referred to an exchange of
personnel between Australian and Dutch New Guinea. He mentioned
the 6 Dutch Papuans who had gone to Port Moresby for medical
training, and another 6 who were starting technical training

with the Posts and Telegraphs Department. He also referred to
the 12 Papuans from Australian New Guinea who are studying at

the Elementary School for Navigation in Hollandia. He said that
from reports he had heard they all got on very well together.

15. I observed that in some quarters in Holland people
advocated that a target date should be set for the granting of

| independence to Netherlands New Guinea. For instance, this had

| been put forward in the Dutch Parliament by the Socialist Party._
I asked him what was his reaction to that. He replied that he
did not think the fixing of an actual target date was important.
The important thing was that the Papuans should be prepared
for independence as fast as possible. When independence was in
fact granted to them they should really be ready for it. He did
not think in any case that it was a matter for the Dutech to fix
a target date; he thought it was up to the Papuans to decide
this. I asked him whether he himself had any particular period
of time in mind. He said it was very hard to say. He then )
illustrated this in a rather picturesque way. There is a certain
coffee plant, he sald, which takes 3 years to grow 1ln Brazil.
When it was introduced into Netherlands New Guinea it took
almost twice as long to grow. So it might be with democracy.
One could not say for certain until it had actually been planted
and its rate of growth observed.

16, He also went on to say that he hoped when Netherlands
New Guinea did in fact become independent that many Dutch wogld._
stay on in order to help them further. He said he did not like 3\
what had happened in the/Congo. He did not approve of the way ‘
in which the Belgians hz%”ﬁéen treated by the Congolese after
independence,
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orts in the press that the Prime
Eﬁ IﬁpA‘l:)dUt]. Rahman, was planning_to mediate
the Dutch and Tndonesia over Netherlands
be the reaction of the Papuan people to
t he did not know very much about [
put as a Papuan he would not trust Tunku o
fie was after all a Moslem. Any attempt at mediation|
naturally favour the Indoneslans, who were also
f the Christian Papuans.
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I said that T understood there was a great deal of radio
18. nda beamed towards Dutch New Guinea by radio stations in
propaggia. What effect was this having upon the people of Dutch
Indogginea? Kasiepo replied that Indonesians programmes were by
New ans the only ones to which the people listened. They
gggiened to programmes from all other parts of the world and were
able to draw some comparisons. Furthermore they had some knowledge
of conditions in Indonesia because of the Papuanslwho returned
as refugees. In this way they learned that a lot of things
broadcast over the Indonesian radio were a pack of lies. So,

on the whole, he did not think this propaganda had very much real
impact.

Moslems, &

19. I also saild that one heard from time to time about the
activities of Indonesian infiltrators who came in for the purpose
of distributing propaganda and stirring the Papuans up against

the Dutch. Did he think these activities were very effective?
Kaslepo did not think so. In fact he said that the Papuans became
<o incensed over this that they would like to kill the infiltrators
when they captured them. The Papuans had a sense of grievance
against the Dutch because they would not let them kill the
infiltrators.

20. I asked him what impact the visit to the Netherl
was making on the other 6 members of his party (who are viggiing
the Netherlands for the first time). He sald that the mést
important thing was that they had come to realize that although™
%ggsigggagiilgrog{ess h%ﬁ been made in Netherlands New Guinea {
only on e very bot

social and economic developmen%. RGBT TN G5 e TR
21, As a final question I asked Kasie i i

po whether, in view of
gl; thag he had said about Indonesia, he thought that the New
diéneat oun%il would pass a resolution to the effect that they
thatn%higaguggg %omg undgg the control of Indonedia. He replied

o be quite obvious; i

Srfans That Thes wouldqdo. s it was one of the first

(signed) H. W. Bullock
Counsellor




