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First flickerings of political party activity
among the native population of West New Guinea were
reported in our letter under reference. In this
connection we are attaching copies of a report by
the Australian Embassy Counsellor here of an interview
with Marcus Kasiepo, one of the Papuan spokesmen
mentioned in our letter.

2. The views of another Dutch New Guinea native
leader, Mr. Nicolaas Jouwe, were heard in The Hague
recently. Mr. Jouwe, WO received part of his education
in the Netherlands, heads a group of prominent Papuans
wishing to arrange educational facilities in the
Netherlands for promising Papuan students.

3. Questioned by journalists about his relations X
with the "Partij Nasionaal" (Parna), which also was ,
mentioned in our letter under reference, Mr. Jouwe ¢
sald the Party, of which he had been offered the ;
chairmanship, had little significance. At the moment |
it consisted of only "a handful of young Papuans with /
more vanity than experience'. o

L, Mr. Jouwe said he opposed Parna's request to \
the United Nations to arrange a tripartite conference |
between Indonesia, Dutch and New Guinea representatives.
"If we sit down a% one table with the Indonesians we
acknowledge that New Guinea is subject of a dispute

and that it is a problem. For us, however, there is
no problem. The Indonesians want to make one but i
that is their affair." L

~ Internal
Circulation

5. In a comment on the mediation efforts of the
\ Malayan Premier, Mr. Jouwe sald the Tunku had proved
himself "an objective man, and such people are not at
all appreclated in Indonesia". Asked if he believed
in the likelihood of a large-scale invasion from .
Indonesia, Mr. Jouwe said, "No, not really. They
already have distributed stories about ill treatment
Distribution of Papuans and about great chaos reigning. These
to Posts stories are pure invention without a true word whatever."
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6. Mr. Jouwe concluded the interview by voicing
appreciation of the Netherlands Government, saying:

wWhen I was here in January I spoke some words of criticism,
but policy has much improved since then. I am now firmly
convinced that Holland is seriously doing its best in

New Guinea to teach Papuans to stand on their own feet as
soon as possible.™
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Jepartment of Externyl Affairs,
Canberra - A.C.T.

Netherlands New Guinea - Marcus Kasiepo

The name of Marcus Kasiepo crops up quite frequently in
connection with the encouragement in Netherlands New Guinea of
a Papuan elite. His name was mentioned quite prominently in an
article which Gavin Souter wrote recently for the Sydney ~
Morning Herald on a visit to Dutch New Guinea. He is in fact
regarded by the Dutch as the doyen of the Papuan elite. P

2. Kasiepo was born in Biak in 1913. He has worked for
many years as an Information official of the Native Information
Section of the Internal Affairs Department of Netherlands New
Guinea Administration. He first visited the Netherlands in
1949 when the Round Table Conference was held. He was a member
of the so-called "Parity Commission" in 1950. He is the only
Papuan to have attended all Conferences of the South Pacifiec
Commission. He is a member of the Council for Native Development
én Hollandia, and is also on the Board of the New Guinea Red
TOSS. ‘

Ts Mr, Kasiepo is now making his third visit to Holland, |
this time as the leader of a group of 7 Papuans who have been |
brought here by the Dutch Government on a general orientation |
tour of the Netherlands in order to enable them to become J
acquainted with Dutch life generally. /

L. On several occasions officials of the New Guinea
Division of the Ministry of Internal Affairs have told me of

the high esteem in which they hold Kasiepo. They are the first
to admit that he is very pro-Dutch and that this may well
militate against his becoming a prominent figure in any national
political movement which may develop in the foreseeable future.
Nevertheless they regard him as the best-informed, most balanced,
competent and responsible Papuan who has so far emerged in
Netherlands New Guinea.

5e I expressed considerable interest in Kasiepo, and

Mr. J. van Beuge, the Dputy Director of the New Guinea Division
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, kindly offered to arrange
for me to have lunch with Kasiepo a few days ago.

G Like many Australians, my knowledge of Melanesians was
acquired as a serviceman during World War II. I spent over a
year in the New Hebrides and the Solomon Islands, and nearly
two years off and on in Papua and Dutch New Guinea. My last
contact with any Papuans had been in Hollandia towards the end
of 1944, I inject thls personal note only to emphasize how
strangely incongruous 1t seemed after a lapse of 16 years to
now encounter a Papuan wearing a neat blue business suit,
sipping his sherry before lunch in a fashionable restaurant in
The Hague and discussing with some degree of sophistication
(with the aid of van Beuge as interpreter) a number of important
political developments affecting Duteh New Guinea.




E Kasiepo understands Dutch but does not speak it very
#L1, He also knows a very little English which he said he
dad picked up at meetings of the South Pacific Commission.

./ But for the most part he spoke in Malay which was interpreted

" by van Beuge. Kasiepo is a softly spoken man, small in stature,
with a modest manner. Whatever political future lies ahead of
him, one would not expect him to play the role of a demagogue.

8. I started off by asking Kasiepo whether he had joined
any of the political parties which have recently been formed in
Netherlands New Guinea. He said he had not yet done so. He
had been asked by another man to form a political party with
him but did not intend to make up his mind about it until

after he returned to Hollandia from his trip. He was inclined
to feel that there were too many political paiies already.
Their platforms did not differ .very much. He thought the time
might have come to try to combine and consolidate some of them.
He might do something in this direction when he returned to
Hollandia. He said each political party tended to be composed
of people from a particular region. For instance, the PARNA
which called itself a National Party was in fact composed
almost exclusively of people from Seroie. So far there was no
real national feeling in Netherlands New Guinea. Most people
were not concerned with anything beyond their own regional
interests. He thought it would take a considerable time to
develop a truly national feeling and therefore a truly national
political party, but he intended to work towards this end. He J
said that some of the political parties admitted only Papuans

to membership. He did not agree with this. He was in favour of
admitting to membership of political parties all those who
intended to become permanent residents of the territory.

9. I asked Kasiepo what type of people he expected to see
elected to the New Guinea Council. He said he thought that to
begin with members would be elected on the basis of their own
personal qualifications and not on the basis of the particular
political party to which they belonged.

10. I asked him who he thought might develop into the
leading political personalities in Netherlands New Guinea in the
foreseeable future. He was rather cagey in his reply to this.

He said there were certain people who were well known now,

like Nicolaas Jouwe, Hermanus Wajoi, Fritz Kirihio and Womsiwor.
However, one did not yet know who else would be coming forward
when elections for the New Guinea Council took place. Kasiepo
said that Papuans judged a man not by what he said but by what
he did, and some of the political figures who had a lot to say
now might not impress the people by thelr performance.

11. I asked Kasiepo what he expected from the New Guinea
Council. He replied that he realized that the Papuans had no
training in democratic institutions. The Papuans were people who
freely spoke their minds. No doubt in the early stages there
would be some very straight, forceful talking and the President
of the Council would have a hard job keeping order. He therefore
thought 1t was very important for the success of the Council

that the first Chairman should be an outstanding-man.

12. I asked Kasiepo to explain to me the attitude of the
Papuans to Indonesian claims to Dutch New Guinea. He replied
quite firmly that the Papuans under no circumstances wanted to
come under the control of Indonesia. The Papuans throoughly
disliked the Indonesians; 1n fact if the Papuan people had their
way they would throw out of Netherlands New Guinea all the
Indonesians who were already there. In his travels around
Netherlands New Gulnea he found himself in the position of
constantly having to defend the Dutch Administration against
complaints that they would not allow any violent measures to be

taken agalnst these Indoneslan residents. 3
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/ I referred to reports in the press that the Prime
inister of Malaya, Tunku Abdul Rahman, was planning to mediate

/" in the dispute between the Dutch and Indonesia over Netherlands

New Guinea. What would be the reaction of the Papuan people to
this? Kasiepo replied that he did not know very much about

these proposals, but as a Papuan he would not trust Tunku

Abdul Rahman. He was after all a Moslem. Any attempt at mediation
he made would naturally favour the Indoneslans, who were also
Moslems, at the expense of the Christian Papuans.

18. I said that I understood there was a great deal of radio
propaganda beamed towards Dutch New Guinea by radio stations in
Tndonesia. What effect was this having upon the people of Dutech
New Guinea? KXasiepo replied that Indonesians programmes were by
nomeans the only ones to which the people listened. They
1istened to programmes from all other parts of the world and were
able to draw some comparisons. Furthermore they had some knowledge
of conditions in Indonesia because of the Papuans who returned

as refugees. In this way they learned that a lot of things
broadcast over the Indonesian radio were a pack of lies. 8o,

on th% whole, he did not think this propaganda had very much real
impact. :

19. I also said that one heard from time to time about the
activities of Indonesian infiltrators who came in for the purpose
of distributing propaganda and stirring the Papuans up against

the Dutch. Did he think these activities were very effective?
Kasiepo did not think so. In fact he said that the Papuans became
so incensed over this that they would like to kill the infiltrators
when they captured them. The Papuans had a sense of grievance
against the Dutch because They would not let them kill the
infiltrators.

20. T asked him what impact the visit to the Netherlands
was making on the other 6 members of his party (who are visiting
the Netherlands for the first time). He saild that the most
important thing was that they had come to realize that although
considerable progress has been made in Netherlands New Guinea
they are still only on the very bottom rung of the ladder of
social and economic development.

21. As a final question I asked Kasiepo whether, in view of
211 that he had sald about Indonesia, he thought tha% the New
Guinea Council would pass a resolution to the effect that they
did not want to come under the control of Indonedia. He replied
that this ought to be quite obvious; it was one of the first

things that they would do.

(signed) H. W. Bullock
Counsellor




