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VISIT OF CANADIAN UNTEA PERSONNEL TO DJAKARTA

Wing Commander Herbert and Flight Lt. Richards,_two
of the four RCAF officers who operate Otter aircraft ip
West Irian arrived in Djakarta on November 29,through the
courtesy of Indonesian facilities, for a five -~day holiday
in Java. They were given accommodation in the new Press
House adjacent to Hotel Indonesia but they expect to visit
Bandung and Jogjakarta before they retun to West Irian
on December L.,

Wing Commander Herbert is stationed at Kota-Baru
(Hollandia) while Flight Lt. Richards is in charge of the
Otter detail at Biak.

During a one-hour visit to the Embassy, Wing Commander
Herbert and Flight Lt. Richards gave me some of their
impressions of West Irian. They said the Canadian personnel
have remained in good health and are reasonably contented
if not actually enjoying their experience of serving in a
primitive part of the world. Wing Commander Herbert has a
house in Kota-Baru but I gathered that all other persomnnel
live in military quarters,

It is possible that the repart given by the two officers
was slightly inhibited by the presence of an Indonesian
Air Force Captain who was detailed to be an escort, guide
and counsellor during their holiday in Indonesia. Nevertheless,
Herbert and Richards appear to be enjoying their experience
and I got the impression that the Indonesians have exerted
their charm to persuade them of their goodwill, efficiency
and competence to take over the new territory.

According to the Canadians, the Indonesians in UNTEA }
now far out-number all other foreign personnel. They said
there were at least 200 already installed and that 300 or
400 more were expected in December. Herbert and Richards
stated frankly that they thought major changes would come
on the 1lst January when the Indonesians would be more fully
in control. They indicated that their relations with the
Indonesian personnel in West Irian have been excellent and
that they have more contacts with them than anyone else.
They also gave me to understand that the U.N. Security Force
under Brig. Said Khan was effectively installed in all ma jor
centres and that no problems had arisen with regard to
maintenance of law and order and that the transition from the
Dutch to UNTEA administration had been effected smoothly.

I enquired about the Papuan flag situation and was
told that in most centres there is a hard core of people
who are doing their best to keep the Papuan flag in evidence.
Although not permitted to be flown at official premises, the
Papuan flag is flown on private cars, bicycles and houses, ‘
Herbert and Richards do not, however, think that the Papuan !
flag issue will become serious although they gave me the
impression that they thought the Indonesians might try to
deal more firmly with the question &£ter January lst.
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S Communications in West Irian remain a major problem.
// The Canadian officers hinted that the Dutch had removed
7 all the best equipment. Dutch civilians, including
technical personnel, are moving out fast and this presents
a problem in operating postal and telegraph services,
The Indonesians, however, were taking over as rapidly
as possible. I wastold that the harbour at Kota-Baru
is a good one but most of the harbour equipment which
could be moved had been taken away by the Dutch. The
facilities at Biak they said suffered from the same
situation.

Herbert and Richards said that flying in West Irian
is rather hazardous because most of the runways are in
poor condition and there are no night landing facilities.,
The Indonesians are prevented from using some of the
better runways because their transport planes are thought
to be too heavy. They, therefore, use even poorer
runways at their own risk in some of the centres. Weather
stations are few in number and pilots can expect little
advance warning of weather difficulties. Wing Commander
Herbert suggested that the Indonesians had not as yet
been able to get permission to bring in personnel to
maggfg major attack on the problem of coping with air
tr Ce

I enquired cautiously about the destruction of the
Dutch Yacht Club which was destroyed by fire three days
before the UNTEA take-over on October lst. The Canadians
left me in no doubt, however, that they thought it had
been a deliberate decision of the Dutch owners to destroy
this private club in order that it should not fall into
Indonesian hands. When the fire began no fire services
were calledbut although they were apparently readily
available, Herbert suggested that one of the unfortunate
aspects of this was that so many Papuans had lost
employment. UNTEA apparently had intended to purchase
the Yacht Club. Both officers indicated that the
destruction of the Yacht Club had left an unfortunate
impression in the territory and they thought that many of
the remaining Dutch personnel regretted the incident.

Herbert and Richards spoke well of the UNTEA
administratérs from abroad and claimed that UNTEA was
doing its best to find work for those who had previously
been in employment.

I enquired about the cholera outbreak to which
there have been references in Indonesian papers., The
Canadians though that UNTEA was making headway in
contrelling the epidemic and that the programme of
inoculations has been fairly thorough. Unfortunately,
however, a number of people who had been given inoculations
had developed cholera because the serum apparently had
been allowed to deteriarate. They cited two or three
instances where the serum containers had been allowed to
remain in the open air for three or four days with the
inevitable results.

Herbert and Richards suggested that they had
encountered some difficulty in keeping the Otters serviced
because of delays in obtaining parts and supplies from
Canada. I did not get the impression, however, that this

had been too serious,
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!'/L mmd]nd a mmber of conversations with Dutch ms.tary |
and civilian porsennel, (several of which are reported in detail), ;
mdmmmlfulmgismofwwmrdmﬂ.& The dutoh !
fecl the U.S5, hes compleVely let them down in Wost New Guineas The |
Givilinps are Tother dejected over the entire situation und stend %o
loge a great deal of money be lenving West New Guinea, due to the foot
that the Tutch Govermment is making no cempensetion for property lefb
behind, 8t111, virtuelly all Drteh eivilisns are departing New Cuinea.
%MM this appears to be the devalustion of currency once
the Indonesisrs take over. The Indonesiens, appurently, are sdvertising
to the native populution the "Favourable® oxchange of 4t1 Indonesien
ourrensy for Duteh Now Guines Guilders. This appeals to the nztives
ap 1t appears to increage the value of the Guilder., Howaver, through
conversetions, it was lesrned thot a bog of rice, which toduy costs
80 cants, will increase in prise "60 times" with Indonesian currenocy.
This will cause dissatisfaction among the natives,

The following edwfields were visiteds

_ dis/Sontend ~ This is an old airfield in quite poor
gondition. KIM pllots stote that the field was due to
aimmmonzormumiu, however, it was kopt
open vhon tha sltustion began Yo dateriorate betwesn the
Butuhund'ln donesians, fven Mkotas bresk through the
rumay in p » but there was no difficulty exporienced

by the met}ﬁsmu. There ere only
8 few aWuﬁum bulldings end control tower and all
are in need of repairs.

e w-ummtuamummammu
mm The runvay is of plerosd stesl

There are fev buildings on the field and
thmminmodofﬂpam Sandtation is a problem,
the vater ws wmdrinkable dup to contaminstion. There
wmamutﬂummam&atmnel&imat

These troops were barrncked in the town and were
attenpling to engege the Indenesisn infiltrators peie
mwmwmmana. Thare were, veportedly,
g euplacenents at the end of the rumway but these

ware not soen.
o (2) P
mx
;'ﬁ;  OFQ widved 1f Seunes NOL disclosed.
RO |
]
. P - v @  Enmofs
CAIILIAN » s M

"EYES ONLY
R B

O S MR GRS i — = =TT



..

the day befors they arrived, (30 "Tanded at Mopah. -These
mmwmmnjmwmkandmmsm- :
mllaamd&mmheukﬁenﬂwwm

aftar the ROAF 0's arrival an Indoneam
e-:aam«maatsu - {about 7 or 8 Sep). This aivovefd apperently
Janded on 3 angines, Thayspatmstofﬁmdaytinker&ngmm
aireraft and then departed em all 4 engineeg. Xtianotknomwhat
thaey vere doing in itle Mopah area.

s Bl ~ msairpa'twasingoodmnditiem Thers
cnee agpin, very few tulldinga, Butch Huntar airoraft had
opmﬁadfmmemﬁmmwtﬁeammwmgwwm There
vare a good mubsr of dafensive positicns {sandbeg emplacements)
arcund the airfiled, presumallly for antiseireraft fire. Thase gms
fired at the Indonenian airoraft involved in para drop oparationa
wh&r,hm.thqs%tﬂthtthoyﬁdnoth&tanmhg.

Duteh also ¥ad a military encempment located in the jungle between

the eir£fsid end tha toutie Ho iden how many tswops looated in the
ar&. In the town, many UN troops were seen, including several Swedish,
Indian, and Pukisteni porscamel.

¥/% Oimendis impmaimaatotha effiolenoy of the Dutch
Ah?wwmﬂwﬂnﬁ.miabaasdupmh:lammwﬁhtmgtmak/

Hokney.

'mmatmkerappmedhhammepmum
The Hmter aiveraft flow almost overy day during his stay. They flew
in geotions of 3 and the primary task, at tids point, appoared 46 da
escorting Ki¥ M-8 aireraft fn and out of Mokmer, and within 1060 mm
radivg, They condugted "SCRANBLES® from rgadiness or Alert hangars
noay the end of the mmwny and timo fram olimbing in to take-off was

approximately 3 ma.

Memmaaaqmﬂrmef mm'aiéaﬁ.rmﬁ)atzkmu-
and 8 gquadron of P2V at Borokoe. Tha Dateh perscmsel talked
mmmmumwumamwmﬁmhmw

fww
mwaw mmmwmmp to'd:o 2&3’&

al wmr ns!
umgm mamauqa:mm opovated as the Indonenians
4id not alvdrop theiy in the proper Rather than
Msiumaaawmt m&m%m junpad indivi
spased approximately 30 « 60 peconds apayd Fosrlted in sever:
miles sepmwm en the m&. The jump altuuda was 1500.2000 M,

Thie peresn ie parscnally vosponsibla for the ovetustien
aprangemente for Dutch dependent woman and childpen, Ho stated that
all’ dependents would be ocut of West New Guinea by the end of September.
The majority will travel via KIM 2048 and some will go by sea,
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Mmuaehugeofmﬁwmmerﬂaﬁms. Ho sells
native handleraft end keeps track of scoial progress. Ha gtateg that
memmmumutkemﬁhwmmammmmjmgh.
This is one village he' knows ofy how rothaws have done the same
ho does hob knows The natives ara - of the future wnder Indomesian
adpinigtrations KFo stated he was J.eaving Host NeuGuineasiumsdistoly.

: This pilot passed an the information he reseived £rom a ]
aissichary in the interior. He oparates airecraft into the interior,
The migsionary was concerned over netive activity ia the productien c:
weapenss The nativas throughout the interiler appear 4o have bagun
meking mpms once norss

ALl Wm&tarypmmnolepokenﬁs, voiced the opiniem
that the pativel ars definitely antdmindonesian and the Dutch ewpsst
the mt&;ven tcmm to violenod vhen the Indonesisns arrive,

mseammmwmmmmmmw ot Now Qne
mmpwmmmmwmmammamzma off
Ksizmnn.  Both man epe isawing Wost New Guinea, %eymtethatmdm
the lndeneaian mone monsbary system they would "losa thoir shirts”, Ong mes
MJMWW%MmWMMMMM
WWMMWMBWMW. Hs i® lwaving this bohind
golng boms,
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Evma?ﬂ%wdmmulumgthacm immadiate
mewmmmmwmmmuvumw hga. The ad
« ks had wae tkat ths Yndenesians will maver have pease and
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